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(S.  MOKELUMNE  RIVER) 
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TYPICAL   LEVEE    CROSS     SECTION 
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PUBLIC  NOTICE  NO.    7118 


TO  WHOM  IT  MAY  CONCERN: 

Application  has  been  made  to  this  office  by  Brack  Tract  Reclamation  District  No.  2033,  c/o 
Edward  C.  Merlo,  Chairperson,  165  West  Cleveland,  Stockton,  California  95204  for  a  Department 
of  the  Army  permit  to  place  fill  material  in  Hog  Slough,  the  South  Mokelumne  River  and 
Sycamore  Slough,  to  rehabilitate  the  levees  on  Brack  Tract,  T.  4N.,  R.  4E.  and  R.  5E.,  San  Joaquin 
County,  California  as  shown  on  the  attached  drawings. 

The  applicant  is  proposing  a  5-year  levee  maintenance  program  for  11,000  linear  feet  of  levees 
surrounding  Brack  Tract.  The  levees  will  be  resloped  where  necessary  and  the  applicant  will 
place  rock  riprap  at  the  rate  of  1  ton  per  linear  foot,  as  needed.  The  levees  in  Hog  Slough 
between  station  210+00  and  235+00  are  severely  eroded,  and  in  some  areas,  the  levees  have 
sloughed  into  the  water.  The  levees  also  have  numerous  ground  squirrel  burrows.  The  areas  to 
be  repaired  on  Sycamore  Slough  are  also  badly  eroded.  Dredged  material  will  be  used  to  fill 
eroded  areas  of  levee.  The  dredging  and  filling  is  considered  normal  maintenance  work  to  the 
levee  and  is  authorized  by  nationwide  permit. 

The  area  in  the  South  Mokelumne  River  between  station  10+00  and  25+00  will  only  be  rocked  at 
the  rate  of  Vx  ton  per  linear  foot  since  it  is  presently  rocked  and  only  needs  slight  repair.  This 
work  is  authorized  by  a  nationwide  permit  that  allows  for  repair  of  existing  structures. 

There  are  no  trees  growing  on  the  areas  to  be  repaired  in  Hog  Slough  and  the  South 
Mokelumne  River.  There  are  only  a  few  old  cottonwood  trees  and  young  willow  sprouts  at  the 
east  end  of  the  area  to  be  repaired  in  Sycamore  Slough.  Most  of  the  trees  in  the  area  are  growing 
on  a  berm  which  will  not  be  affected  by  the  levee  repair  work.  The  balance  of  the  vegetation  on 
the  levees  consists  of  wild  radish,  wild  mustard,  milk  thistle,  grasses  and  berry  vines. 

Brack  Tract  is  a  rich  agricultural  area  being  used  to  produce  corn  and  other  field  crops.  It  is 
located  approximately  7  miles  west  of  Lodi  in  the  San  Joaquin  Valley.  Hog  Slough  and  Sycamore 
Slough  appear  to  be  located  in  areas  designated  as  "Scenic"  in  the  State's  Delta  Master 
Recreation  Plan,  while  the  area  to  be  repaired  in  the  South  Mokelumne  appears  to  be 
designated  as  "Multiple  Use"  in  the  State's  Plan. 

The  applicant  applied  to  the  regional  Water  Control  Board  for  approval  of  plans.  For  further 
information  contact  the  Regulatory  Section,  Room  6538  or  phone  (916)  440-2325. 

The  latest  published  version  of  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places  and  its  monthly 
supplements  have  been  reviewed  and  there  are  no  places  either  listed  or  recommended  as 
eligible  which  would  be  affected.  No  further  cultural  resources  review  is  warranted  because  the 
type  of  work  in  the  permit  area  is  of  such  limited  nature  and  scope  that  there  is  little  likelihood 
of  impinging  upon  a  cultural  resources  site.  The  proposed  activity  would  not  affect  any 
threatened  or  endangered  species  or  their  critical  habitat.  The  District  Engineer  has  made  this 
determination  based  on  information  provided  by  the  applicant  and  on  the  Corps'  preliminary 
evaluation. 

Interested  parties  are  invited  to  submit  written  comments  on  or  before  19  April  1980.  Any 
person  may  request,  in  writing,  within  the  comment  period  specified  in  this  notice  that  a  public 
hearing  be  held  to  consider  this  application.  Requests  for  public  hearings  shall  state,  with 
particularity,  the  reasons  for  holding  a  public  hearing. 
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SPKCO-0  19  March  1980 

PUBLIC  NOTICE  NO,  £118 

A  permit  issued  by  the  Department  of  the  Army  does  not  give  any  property  rights  either  in  real 
estate  or  material  or  any  exclusive  privileges  and  does  not  authorize  any  injury  of  private 
property  or  invasion  of  private  rights,  or  any  infringement  of  Federal,  State  or  local  laws  or 
regulations,  nor  does  it  obviate  the  necessity  of  obtaining  State  or  local  assent  to  the  work 
authorized. 

The  decision  whether  to  issue  a  permit  will  be  bas<>d  on  an  evaluation  of  the  impact  of  this 
activity  on  the  public  interest  under  authority  of  Section  10  River  and  Harbor  Act  of  1899  and 
Section  404  (33  USC  1344)  of  the  Clean  Water  Act  as  amended  (33  USC  1251  et  seq).  Evaluation 
will  include  application  of  guidelines  set  forth  by  Administrator,  EPA,  under  authority  of  the  act 
(40  CFR  Part  230.5).  That  decision  will  reflect  the  national  concern  for  both  protection  and 
utilization  of  important  resources.  The  benefit  which  reasonably  may  be  expected  to  accrue 
from  the  proposal  must  be  balanced  against  its  reasonably  foreseeable  detriments.  All  factors 
which  may  be  relevant  to  the  proposal  will  be  considered;  among  those  are  conservation, 
economics,  aesthetics,  general  environmental  concerns,  historic  values,  fish  and  wildlife  values, 
flood  damage  prevention,  land  use,  navigation,  recreation,  water  supply,  water  quality,  energy 
needs,  safety,  food  production  and,  in  general,  the  needs  and  welfare  of  the  people.  No  permit 
will  be  granted  unless  its  issuance  is  found  to  be  in  the  public  interest.  Based  on  our  preliminary 
evaluation,  there  will  be  no  significant  environmental  impacts.  Therefore,  we  do  not  anticipate 
that  the  preparation  of  an  Environmental  Impact  Statement  will  be  required. 
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